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Peer Insights, Stronger Oversight: IDC's
Fund Directors Conference
Independent fund directors don't work in isolation. The collective deliberations among
board members and management—as well as the exchange of perspectives with peers on
other boards who are navigating comparable governance questions—are essential to
effective oversight. These conversations, whether about emerging risks, regulatory
developments, or practical approaches to fulfilling board responsibilities, strengthen each
director's ability to meet their fiduciary duties and serve shareholder interests.

That’s the opportunity IDC's Fund Directors Conference  provides. Taking place October
27–29 in Scottsdale, Arizona, this annual event convenes the independent director
community for substantive dialogue on the oversight responsibilities that matter most. 

Broad Themes, Focused Insights
The conference covers both the advancements reshaping the fund industry and the
fundamental fiduciary responsibilities that remain central to effective governance. Some
sessions will provide insights into higher level questions, like oversight of product
development and management, while other sessions will delve deeper into specific
content—all through the lens of the fund board.

As many fund complexes are exploring the potential for ETF share class exemptive relief, a
conference session will explore the practical considerations around the board’s role,
operational readiness, and market dynamics. Digital assets and tokenization continue
opening new frontiers for fund operations and investor access, which will be addressed in
another session. And as artificial intelligence applications proliferate throughout fund
operations—from portfolio management to compliance monitoring—our conference will
explore use cases, along with the related opportunities and risks. 

Perspectives on Policy, Regulation, and Risk
On the policy and regulatory front, attendees will hear directly from SEC Commissioner
Hester Peirce, who will join the conference virtually to share her perspective on the
regulatory landscape. A separate dedicated session that I will moderate will examine policy
and regulatory perspectives for independent directors, providing crucial context for
understanding the environment in which funds operate.

Oversight of risk management remains central to effective governance. A main-stage
session on the holistic view of risk will help trustees strengthen their approach to
identifying, assessing, and monitoring the range of risks their funds face.

https://www.idc.org/resource-formats/idc-viewpoints
https://www.idc.org/events/25-idc-conf


The Power of Peer Learning
What distinguishes this conference is the opportunity for director-to-director conversations.
IDC recognizes that some of the most valuable insights come from peers who can share
practical approaches that have worked for them in real-world situations. 

Throughout the conference, you’ll have opportunities to exchange perspectives with fellow
independent trustees, whether during roundtable discussions, between sessions, or at
networking events. These peer interactions often prove as valuable as the formal program
itself. 

The Independent Director’s Crucial Role
Fund directors’ work rarely generates headlines, but it forms the foundation of investor
confidence in registered funds. Independent directors have a singular focus of serving
shareholder interests. The Fund Directors Conference provides the forum for directors to
discuss tough questions and strengthen their capacity to provide informed, independent
oversight.

Whether you’re navigating your first year on a fund board or drawing on decades of
experience, you’ll find relevant content and valuable connections at this year’s conference.
IDC’s commitment to convening the director community makes the Fund Directors
Conference the cornerstone of peer learning and board education for fund fiduciaries.
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